Ethics, medicine and society: imperatives for the future.
Historically, medicine has been a caring profession and social factors have directly and indirectly affected clinical practice, yet the social roots of disease and suffering in patients and the ethics of patient care have often been left out of medical teaching and discussions at medical conferences. As health and social problems are inseparable, ethically, medicine and medical teaching need to respond to social suffering, and should help to solve the economic problems in health care. Further, since all intervention in the lives of human beings carries ethical content through the nature of care, ethical competence involving ethical analysis, critical thinking, and problem-solving should be developed in medical students and doctors simultaneously with clinical judgement and expertise.